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August 31, 2017 
 
Dear Richmond Rose Families: 
 
We hope you and your children had a safe and restful summer break. We look forward to welcoming you back to our 
school and starting off the year in partnership. As we approach September 5th, we would like to share with you the plan 
for transitioning the students back to school.  
 
As you know, we are very committed to student success and well-being. We have worked with staff to review the 
various possible ways that we can collect all students, according to grade level, on the first day of school, and transition 
them into their tentative classes.  
 
As has been the case for the last few years, in order to meet Ministry of Education primary class size cap requirements, 
classes will remain tentative until the end of September, at which time a re-organization may occur. 
 
In June, staff engaged in a multitude of meetings, reviewing each student’s growth and progress, and took part in 
ongoing class placement dialogues to ensure students are placed in appropriate tentative balanced classrooms, based 
on specific criteria, including, but not limited to, the following: 
 

 Balanced classes                                                                    
 Classes that include a multitude of skills and abilities  
 Academic achievement and work habits 
 English Language supports 
 Special Education supports 

 
So what happens on the first day of school?   
 
Outdoor morning supervision begins at 8:20 a.m., at which time you are welcome to drop off your child at school. 
Information will be posted on entry doors on the first day of school informing you of the appropriate area for your child 
to wait. At 8:35 teachers will come out to specific locations and organize students into their tentative classes. Other staff 
members will be on duty outside to help navigate students and to answer any questions families may have. Once 
students are placed in their tentative classrooms their teacher or staff member will escort the class into the school.  If 
the weather doesn’t cooperate with this plan, we will move students inside to specific locations.  
 
Parents are asked to review this process with their child(ren) to help ease the transition, as parents will say their 
goodbyes at the door. Parents are not allowed into the building at this point.  
 
Students will enter and exit the building using the same doors each day. If your child is responsible for picking up a 
younger sibling, we would suggest that they arrange a meeting spot outside the school for this purpose (i.e. entry door 
of younger student, basketball net, etc) to ensure that they are able to find each other at the end of the day.  
 
JK students will be attending school for a portion of the first day. They will follow the regular entry time on the second 
day of school. JK students will enter the school at their designated times at the Kindergarten entrance.  Families do not 
have to come to the office.   
 
We look forward to working with you and with your child(ren) to provide them with a positive and welcoming start to 
the school year. We are counting on your support, as we will continue to work together with you to foster the character 
traits of resiliency and flexibility in all our students. Please know that we are very much committed to the success of 
your child(ren) and we look forward to your assistance as we continue the journey together. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact us.                           

 
 
 

Take care. 
 
Mr. Philp           &          Mrs. Bynoe-Hayles 
Principal                         Vice-Principal 

 


